Dear Reader,

I am new to producing reading sermons. So, if you have any suggestions as to how I might improve my format or what I include – please email me at cdanielwilson@gmail.com. 

I have left my sermon manuscript formatted the way I normally write and read my sermons. They are colourful and written in conversational English. If you are a grammar nazi – then you will be frustrated with my punctuation and phrasing. However, once you read it out loud, you will normally be able to tell what I meant to say. Also, as you will see, I use a good bit of bold, italics, underlining and different colours to signal what are the most important things to say, and also to make it easier for my eye to pick up my place in the middle of paragraphs. I would recommend that you keep as many of those things as possible, and it should help you keep better eye contact with the congregation since you should find it easier to keep your place while reading. I highly encourage you to commit as much of the introduction or children’s illustrations to memory as you can, so that these can be delivered to the congregation with maximum eye contact. 

Where possible, I highly recommend that you listen to the sermon as I preached it at either the Nelson website or the website of North Shore. I recommend that because that will also help you to hear the places where I added or skipped over material in the manuscript, and the places where I clarified my meaning. I have edited bits and pieces which I thought most important, but I have not sought to include all the additional material that comes to me while in the pulpit. I would practically have to use a transcription service for that. However, I hope and pray that this sermon will be a blessing to you and to your congregation. To God be the Glory!

Blessings in our Lord, Pastor Daniel Wilson

My Suggestions for the Order of Service 

Song before the Service: #471

Call to Worship: Psalm 66:1-4 Silent/Corporate Prayer
Brothers and Sisters: Our help is in the name of the Lord … Doesn’t forsake wks of His hands
  



Grace be yours in abundance, with Mercy and Peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
Let us respond to God’s call to worship Him as we sing Psalm #100
“Shout to the Lord with joy” 
We will profess our faith using the Nicene Creed  p 7 front hymnals
Note message of Christ’s divinity/humanity









Please be seated
Catechism Reading:
Lord’s Day 6 Forms and Confessions pg 18


Song of continued worship and Praise #63   “O God, you are my God alone” Verses 1-5
        Congregational prayer:  We come now to our time of Congregational Prayer:
Scripture Reading: 
Hebrews 2:5-18


Let’s now cont. To worship as we bring to the Lord His Tithes and our Freewill offerings: As the Deacons come ...

It is very appropriate to have the offering after the sermon as a response of God’s people, but I often like to keep it before that as much as possible, the congregation leaves the service with the Word of God on their hearts and minds.  
Let’s cont. to worship as we sing Our Song of Prep:   Psalm #50
“The mighty God and sovereign Lord” Vs 1,3,4,5,8
Sermon Text:
Heb 10:1-14
 
Sermon Title: 
“The Perfect Middle-Man”
Let us now sing a song of Response – Psalm #40
“I waited long upon the Lord” Verses 1,2,3,7
May God the Father bless you & keep you, May God the Son turn His face toward you & be gracious to you,
May the Holy Spirit lift up his countenance upon you & give you peace! Amen




Doxology: 
#134
“O bless our God with one accord”
Evening Sermon: “The Perfect Middle-Man”



Heidelberg #6
Text:  Hebrews 10:1-14 
Reading:   HC LD#6; Hebrews 2:5-18
Introduction:
 Children, have you ever seen a cat or dog when they noticed their own shadow? They will be walking along and suddenly they notice this dark something on the floor or wall is following them! Some cats and dogs try to chase their shadow, but others get very scared when they first see it. I have seen videos of cats and dogs growling and leaping and jumping trying to get away from this dark thing that is following them! It can be quite amusing! And that isn’t something that only happens to pets! 





Occasionally, children and even adults can be startled by their own shadow, if they were not expecting to see it! Of course, you never have to be afraid of a shadow, do you?! For they can’t hurt you! It can’t do anything to or for you: good or bad! Sometimes shadows tell you who is around a corner, but the shadow itself can’t hurt/help!

In our text for this evening, the writer to the Hebrews uses the analogy of a shadow to describe the sacrifices and ceremonies of the Old Testament. They were as ineffective as a shadow – unable to actually set the people free from their sin, or save their souls. All those sacrifices did was give the vague outline of who Christ would be and what He would accomplish for our salvation, & that is what we will explore as we look at Christ the perfect sacrifice tonight.
(Review) Last time in our Heidelberg series, we looked at Psalm 49, and we learned that you must fear God, for no earthly power can pay your debt of sin: Only God Redeems! As we traced thru the Psalm, we learned that we need not fear man, because man has every reason to be afraid of God! You see, no one can pay their debt of sin to God, which is why God requires an eternity in Hell (for we can’t pay the debt off!). However, when you trust in Christ, then you have no reason to fear God’s wrath/Justice: For He CAN redeem sinners. In Christ, we are freed from sin, Hell, Death and Even from Fear! For when you Fear God, you have nothing else to fear!

This week, we build on those same ideas. No one can pay off their debt of sin by themselves, so who and what is needed to pay off this debt? Why must our Savior be a human? And Why must He be God? We began to answer those questions 2 weeks ago, but we see them answered even more clearly here in Hebrews! As we will learn: Jesus Christ has perfected sinners like us, by being the perfect Divine/Human sacrifice.    
  We will explore that under 2 headings:
 
I. The Shadows can’t Save
II. The Reality of God Redeems!
Let’s begin with:

I. The Shadows Can’t Save      
(REPEAT)
AS we see in vs. 1 – The Law is only a shadow of the good things that are coming, not the very forms or realities themselves. You might remember that when Moses first went up Mount Sinai to speak to God – God showed him the pattern of the tabernacle and the altars and the temple furnishings. And God said, “See to it that you make everything according to the pattern shown you on the mountain.” That is quoted for us in Hebrews 8, and discussed all the way into chapter 9. You see, the temple and the tabernacle were only copies of the Heavenly Reality. 

You might compare this to cheap knockoffs that you might buy at a 2 dollar shop or on the street somewhere. In New York city, you can walk down certain streets, and there will be hundreds of salesmen lined up with fake name brand clothes and shoes, like fake Rolex watches. A Fake Rolex watch probably won’t last a month or at most a year! But a real Rolex will last multiple lifetimes if properly maintained!  


Children, you have probably seen the same sort of things in some stores, where you can buy cheap imitation Hot wheels cars. They are light, cheap plastic and they don’t last nearly as long as real hot wheels/matchbox cars – those toys are bargains and are good for temporary play, but they just don’t last! In the same way, these sacrifices and the whole Temple system of the Old Testament were only meant to be temporary – they weren’t supposed to last for eternity! They were just copies, shadows of the Heavenly Reality = Christ!

And our author presses that point further by pointing out that these sacrifices had to be repeated endlessly year after year – BECAUSE they were just copies and shadows of the real thing. This would be like you PARENTS having to buy new cheap toy cars for your children every week or so, because the older cheap knockoffs had fallen apart. At some point, you would recognize that you can’t keep doing that – it would be cheaper to buy nicer toys that will last than constantly replacing the cheap ones. Well, in a way, that is what Hebrews is talking about here! For these sacrifices couldn’t actually do the job of cleansing from sin… as we see in vs.2: If they could have done so, they would have stopped being offered once each sinner was clean in God’s eyes, right? 








Worshippers who no longer are guilty don’t keep making sacrifices!


But look at vs.3-4 READ


Animals are not enough – and we can’t even upgrade to human sacrifice, for that wouldn’t work either! As we saw last time, Psalm 49 puts it this way: No man can by any means redeem his brother or give to God a ransom for him, for the redemption of his soul is costly, and he should cease trying forever! Our reading from Hebrews 2 comes in here as well. God said, “Since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself (Jesus) likewise also partook of the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil.

 To save Humanity, the Savior had to be Human! “For this reason, Jesus had to be made like His brothers in every way, in order that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that He might make atonement for the sins of the people.”
  Only a Man could be the substitute for Man – animals can’t do it… And cheap knock-offs never last… therefore, we ultimately needed the REAL DEAL and that was Christ. The Son of God, became Man in order to both take the place of sinners, and to have the infinite resources to suffer the wrath of God that we deserved! 





AS HC #16 explains, “Man has sinned, man must pay for his sin, but a sinner cannot pay for others.” The Savior must be God  so that “by the power of his divinity, he might bear the weight of God’s anger  in his humanity and earn for us and restore to us righteousness and life.” 
And that brings us to our SECOND point:

II. The Reality of God Redeems        (REPEAT)
I would hope that this isn’t new to most of you… But, The Sacrifices of the OLD Testament always pointed to Jesus Christ! 
When a worshipper brought a sacrifice to God for their sins, they were saying, “God, I have sinned, and I deserve to die for this sin… But you have provided a substitute to take my place & penalty in death – and I offer this lamb/bull in faith – that you will cover my sins and remove my guilt.” They didn’t literally say it when they brought a sacrifice, but that is what they were doing. We sang of that in Psalm 50 – for there, God clearly explains that He doesn’t eat the flesh or blood of bulls and goats! What God was after, were the hearts of his people not their flocks! 

And God makes this clear by quoting from Psalm 40 in vs. 5-7. In Psalm 40, David is speaking of God’s salvation, particularly, David says, “Blessed is the man who makes the LORD his trust,  who does not look to the proud, to those who turn aside to false gods. Many O Lord my God are the wonders you have done. The things you planned for us no one can recount to you; were I to speak and tell of them, they would be too many to declare.” And immediately after speaking of God’s awesome innumerable wonderful plans for his people, David turns to speak of Sacrifices (as a Prophet – He speaks for Christ) and that is what is quoted in our text. READ vs. 5-7 of Hebrews 10
 
Then our author preaches that to us in the verses which follow: Keep reading to vs. 14…

This is an Awesome Work of God! The OT sacrifices pictured Jesus Christ for centuries before He came, and now as we read about them in the Bible, we learn more about the breadth and depth and power of Christ’s sacrifice on our behalf. But the beauty of this is that God makes it abundantly clear Old Testament and New – that the sacrifices themselves NEVER DID ANYTHING! 







God required them as a picture – but not as an actual substitute or way of salvation! 
They could never take away sins – they were merely intended by God to point the worshipper to trust in God’s promises, and God’s way of salvation! 

Jesus came to do God’s Will, and it was God’s will to make sinners like you and me holy through Christ’s sacrifice! And the power of all this, is that while the shadows had to be repeated again & again & again, day after day, after day, after day!!! Jesus Christ offered Himself ONCE!
 I love vs.14 – Christ is seated at the right hand of God the Father, because by one sacrifice, He has made perfect FOREVER those who are being made holy/sanctified! 


Jesus DID IT ALL! This is what you would call a Grand-Slam in Baseball – that is where the bases are loaded, and a player knocks the ball out of the park – all 4 men score a run! It would be like a 6 point strike out of the perimeter in Cricket when the game was on the line – Jesus won an Eternity of salvation for us, in a day – and that is why there is no more sacrifice for sin needed! (as our author goes on to say in vs.17-18 – which we didn’t read)
 
But look back at vs. 14 – there is a bit of a quandary or confusing element there… We are told, HE HAS PERFECTED FOR ALL TIME THOSE WHO ARE Being Sanctified. Which sinners have been made perfect already? 
Those who are being made holy or sanctified... So, wait, there are Perfect people who are not yet holy? Yes! US!! Sinners like us who have put our faith in Jesus Christ are not completely holy, we fail and sin and stumble day by day – and that is our daily existence… but our life in this world is but a shadow of the life we will one day live – and in God’s eyes, in Eternity, we have already been made perfect! 

What an awesome concept. You are perfect and righteous before God by faith in Jesus Christ – whether you get drunk tonight or not – Regardless of whether you sin tons or not, that perfection doesn’t change! 


However, if you are Perfected by faith in Christ, that means you are being made Holy through the Work of God’s Spirit in your heart, as He applies the Word of God to your life and as God the Father chastises and disciplines you to look, love and live like your Savior Jesus Christ! 
Therefore: if you were to get drunk or to rebel against the Lord – (and you are Perfected in eternity) then  you could expect some loving discipline from your Heavenly Father! 










For indeed, He is already at work in you – and We are all works in progress! 


That is how Law and Gospel work together. Gospel makes you perfect for all eternity – Law makes you holy in life, in preparation for that eternity! 
Oh Brothers and Sisters, Do you know this glorious mediator Jesus Christ?!

I love how the Catechism describes him… He was a gift to us, to set us completely free and to make us right with God… Have you received this gift by faith? 


IF NOT – don’t delay to find this salvation!

If you have done so, then are you living in the freedom He has purchased you at so great a cost? Look to God in Faith – trusting that you have been made perfect, and then LIVE THAT out – being Holy as your God is Holy! 








AMEN.
